
Dover’s Chapel of  
St Edmund of Abingdon

Near to the Maison Dieu in Dover, the monks 
of the Priory of St Martin established a 

cemetery for the poor with its own small 
chapel. Consecrated on 30 March 1253 
by Bishop Richard of Chichester, it was 

dedicated to St Edmund. 

The Miracle Chapel

Bankers Standing Order 
 
Setting up a Standing Order
To: The Manager of (your bank)

Please pay:  Barclays Bank
Ashford Group - 66 High Street, Ashford, Kent.  TN24 8TL
Account Number 50829471    Sort Code 20 02 62

The sum of                                                        (figures)

           
                                                                         (words)  
(Insert the amount of each payment in both figures and words)

Commencing on   
and continuing (monthly/annually*) until further notice.  
*(delete as required)

Your Bank’s Name: 

Bank’s Address: 

Bank’s Post Code: 

Your account name to be debited: 

Your Account Number: 

Your Sort Code:

Your name

Your house number/name (essential for claiming gift aid)

Your Full address:

Your Post Code: (essential for claiming gift aid)

Your signature (s)  

Notes

You can cancel this Declaration at any time by notifying 
The St Edmund of Abingdon Memorial Trust.
If in the future your circumstances change and you no 
longer pay tax on your income and capital gains equal to 
the tax that the St Edmund of Abingdon Memorial Trust 
reclaims, you can cancel your declaration.
If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim further tax 
relief in your Self Assessment tax return. Ask St Edmund 
of Abingdon Memorial Trust for more information.
I you are unsure whether your donations qualify for Gift 
Aid tax relief ask the St Edmund of Abingdon Memorial 
Trust or, refer to donations by individuals on the HMRC 
website, www.hmrc.gov.uk.
Please notify The St Edmund of Abingdon Memorial Trust 
if you change your name or address.

For more information visit our website at 
www.stedmundschapel.co.uk

Ground plan of Chapel showing periods of construction. Note the 
mortar-lined pit (cist) next to the alter base - today reconstruction 
of a replacement alter has been carefully sited to keep the 
presence of the cist.

0 1

metres

2

D
oor

Walls dating from 1150AD

Walls dating from 1150 & 1253AD

Walls dating from 1253AD

Foundations from 1150AD
Crushed chalk

Foundations from 1253AD
Square chalk blocks in mortar

mortar-lined pit

post

altar base

pit

flint floor

N

Corners bonded

Corners not bonded

Foundations continue
below ground

Unknown if
foundations continue

A
B
C

D

A

A

B

B
C

C

C

D
D



It could be said that this little chapel is perhaps 
miraculous. Probably built very early in 1253 or late 
1252, it physically survived the Reformation and 
Dissolution of the Monasteries ordered by Henry 
VIII. Its sanctity having been lost for more than 400 
years, it is recorded that during that passage of time 
it fell into use as a store and smithy. Remarkably, it 
then failed destruction when very close buildings 
were destroyed by enemy action in WWII, and 
finally it escaped demolition in the 1960’s by a 
council, which did not realise its significance, eager 
on widening Dover’s town high street. 

Today, by the efforts of many, the chapel stands 
complete and in full public view, and is testimony to 
the few individuals who over a number of decades, 
strove against many odds to identify and restore 
it to regular ecclesiastical use. The restoration was 
substantially achieved by the determination of 

The Miracle Chapel
 

Dover’s Chapel of St Edmund of Abingdon

Rev Father Terence E Tanner the Parish Priest of 
St Paul’s RC church in the town, together with the 
financial help of a number of interested parties. 
In recognition of Father Tanner’s endeavours, a 
memorial plaque is mounted in the chapel. His 
ashes are also interred close to the altar. It is 
regularly used for Holy Mass, usually on alternate 
Saturdays at 10.00 am when all are welcome

This chapel is held in trust, and is not financially 
supported by any religious denomination or secular 
body. After all these years of neglect this chapel 
needs friends; people who appreciate its uniqueness 
and its value to our heritage. We therefore invite 
you to become a Friend of St Edmund’s and join 
with us in assisting in the maintenance and upkeep 
of this fascinatingly small but holy place.

If you would like to assist in the upkeep of this 
unique and beautiful chapel by offering a financial 
donation, you may make either a single payment 
by cheque, or a regular payment through Bankers 
Standing Order. Either way, if you are paying income 
tax you may also Gift Aid your donation which will 
immediately increase it by the basic rate of tax that 
you pay without any further 
cost to you. Please see 
the reverse of this leaflet 
for further information.

Every donation made 
will be recorded and you 
will receive a certificate 
in recognition of your 
invaluable assistance.

Friends of St Edmund’s Chapel

If you would like to assist in the upkeep of this unique and 
beautiful chapel by offering a financial donation, you may 
make either a single payment by cheque, or a regular 
payment through Bankers Standing Order (BSO). Either 
way, if you are paying income tax you may Gift Aid your 
donation which will immediately increase it by the basic 
rate of tax (20% in 2010-11) without any further cost to 
you.

The St Edmund of Abingdon Memorial Trust
Charity Number:  268299
2 Oak Cottages, The Green, Coldred, Kent. CT15 5AN

Single Donation
Single donations should preferably be made by cheque, 
payable to: The St Edmund of Abingdon Memorial Trust. 

Gift Aid Declaration
I want The St Edmund of Abingdon Memorial Trust to treat 
all donations that I make from the date of this declaration 
until I notify you otherwise as Gift Aid donations including 
all donations I have made for this year and the six 
tax years prior to the year of this declaration, and all 
donations I make from the date of this declaration until I 
notify you otherwise, as Gift Aid donations.
You must pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital 
Gains Tax at least equal to the tax that the charity 
reclaims on your donations in the appropriate tax year. 
(currently 28p for each £1 you give).

Your signature(s)

Date          /          /

Credit Card Details (name & address details on reverse)

Card number

Expiry date          /          /
!


