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FOREWORD

Tue render of this sory might charisahly think that [ know & liftle
nhowt many thinge. Ler me disdlusion him, Keowing the right
peaple saves trouble in many deparements of life,

T want this aceount of St Edmund's Chapel, Dover, (o read
ensily for the ondinary resident of Dover and the passing visitor.

Ka lintle af it i my awn, that almast every line coald be punciuated
with referenoe,

As T have kept referenced 1o 8 minimism, ki ie acknowlkdge
my authoritics, and agsure my resders that one or ofher would
vauch far the securssy of whan s wrinen:

History Doctor A. B. Emden. P,
Former Principal of 50 Edmund Hall, O ferd,

Dasetor C. Hoph Lawrence,
Lécturer in History at the Umivgrsily of Londen.

Reverend Leonand E. Whatmore, M., FICHIET.A,,
Parish Priest of Hailsham, Susses.

Archirgcturg  Mr Anthowy Swaing, FRLLA, of Canberbugy,

Archaeslogy  Mr Bnan Philp, a.c.cf.,
of the Hent Amhacologecal Retearch Growps'
Counil.

Sialy Mr P H. Lawson,
of the Department of M35, Bratish Musgum,

Father Whaimore has been a riend for many years,

One of the nice ihings aboui the restofation of this Chapel 4
that all these nre pow my Mriends



SAINT EDMUND'S CHAPEL, DOVER
AND ITS RESTORATION

THE COMSECRATION OF THE CHAFPEL
AMD THE DEATH OF 5T RICHARD

7 Eosiv=n's CHaPeL Is unique. It is the frd Chapel comsécraicd
to 5t Edmund, and claims to be the ooly Chapel #till standing
consccrated by an English ennonized saint to the homeur of an
English canonired saint. 8t Edmund and 5t Richard were the firi
fwo schalars of the University of Oxlond to be canonazed.

St Rickards confessor, the Dominican priest, Ralph Bocking,
in his Life af Sr Richard, published about 1270, wrote:

In the course of preaching (lhe Crusade). Richard came 10 the
famons Keni port called Dover, and he staved in the Mniwon
MHeu in thal town, He was asked by the Master (Afichasl de
Kenehasran, 12458711 aiwd Brethren of this hospete b conseermie
a chapel to the heaour of 5t Edmund, Archbishop of Conierbaury,
his former masier apd pation, which they had jus buile in their
Cemetery or lbe Poor,

His face (indesd his whale bady) lin up with joy, and be gladly
agreed Lo their mgeest. He went to the Chapel and solemnly
constcrated il with grean devation.

It & in these wards thar 51 Edrunds Chopel, Dover, conses into
iecoided history, The day was Lacrare Sundny, Wb Morch 1253,
It was the fulfilment of a wish that Richard had cherished for nine
vears, The people of Dover pathered around the Chapel and i has
sermon (which was 8 madel of brevity), 3t Richard lefl nothing
ungaid In cmphnsizing the unigueness of the oocason. He said:

Drearly beloved: | ask you to bless and praise the Lord with
me for allowing me to bhe present af this consecration, o his
honour and 1o the hosour of our beloved fuher. S5t Edmund.
Ever sance | was comscermied bishop, it hus been my dewpest
with—somothing 1 kave prayed for with all my sisengih—that
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before my death, 1 should consecrate ot least one chureh o his

memary. From the very depths of my hean, [ thank God thng e

hax nod chewieel me of my henrt's desire, And now, beethren,

I knowe that T om shorily o die end T commend my souwl 10 your

praycra.

e finished mass, blested the peaple, and went back 1o the Maison
Dicw. He had fulifled his Ins wish, prenched his lasr sermon and
said his last mass,

Iohn Capgrave (1393- 1474}, who edited an anonymous Life af S
Riciard, writhen soane years beflore Bockug's, probably m connection
with the cunonizmtion of St Richard, tells of the next few doys:

O the day following the dedication, weak from his mamy
labours and sickmess, and not realizing at his usanl booar of rising
that his screagth was baving him, he went to chapel and began
toy sing the divine office. When, however, he stood up 1o say mass,
his lembs could ne longer suppost him. He fell faintmg o the
pround. His friends corried kim in their arms ona laid kim on his
bl Ho todd William, his Chagplam, that he would not recover
from this iliness, and ordered him (o prepare carefally everything
that was necessary for lds (eneral, best his “familia® should be
worned about the arrangensenis, He told Simon of Tarmag the
day on which he woubd die. He suked thal a creals should be
brought to him, and with great devotion he kissed the places of
the sacred wounds; amd he began b0 caress of very genily, as
he saw our Saviour in (he very act of dying. and he said; °1 give
thanks §6 you, Lard Jesus Chrast, for ol ihe benefits which you
have piven me, for all the paing and insults which vou have borse
for me: on npeconni of which this sad lament escaped your lips
“There is no sorfow like wnto my sormow™. You, Lond, know that
ir you wonded, | would saffer all manner of insults and tamure,
and demhb belf” far yoa, and since woo kaow that this i true,
have mercy an me bocause | commend my soul o you” He
frequently repeated the words of ihe psalmisi: “Into your hands,
O Lond, | comemend my spirf’. And turning 1o Our Lady, bath
in his heart and on his lips, ke said: “Mory, mother of groce,
miher of mercy, probect ws ngainst our enemy, and receive ws
at the hour of cur death’. He wodd ks Chaplains not (o coass
repeating these words in his enr. As he prayed, surroonded by
priests, religios, cleries nnd the fithful faymen, the Blesssd
Richard gnve back his soul 1o his Cremtor.
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flare 1, 50 Richard eonvedracie 55 Eboanas Chanel

o

e d:paﬂﬂ] this world about the fifiy-sinih year of his life,
and the pimth yenr of his pontificade: on the third day of Apral, at
madnight. His Bady, which had endured so mnny vigils and bheen
braken By the hard enrth on which he had so often kon, was
cmacinfed by his fasts and frall on sceount of his susterities, bot
afier his dearh it was eadinnt nned plowed with an umnatural hghi.

Ralph Buocking, in his fuller account of Richnnd's death, gives
miore details about his forctelling of the netunl day of his death.
Simon of Tarring, faithful as always, was close o his bed, and ns
Richard grew weak, he said: My lord, the celebration of Our Lond's
Passion is close af lkamd, apd as you have boen a sharer in his suifer-
ings. by his grace you will be o sharer in his Joy". The snint smiled
and, applying to himsell the wasds of the paalmda, sabd: 1 was plad
when they said o me “We will go into the howse of the Lord™”
ard turning to Siman, e sald: '1 will shore in the great feasd on
Friday', and becawse his speech wad so weak, Simon did not hear
him, and kept quict. Then the hishop said: “Dhid yoo not understamd
me? Is nat today Wednesdny ¥ and Skmon wid, *Yes, my lord’, and
the saint said: “Well, not tomorrew, Thorsday, bui the mesi day,
Friday, T will share in the feaso’.

In many modern socounts of 51 Richomd’s death it s windiga
that he died an Cood Fridoy, 3rd April 1253, Some wribers add the
flanrish thot be died st 3 pone, and there is even oBe who, For gaod
mcasune, ameris thot ke died @t 3 pon, repeating the words; “Ints
thy hands, O Lord, | commend my spint’.

Mhe chronalagy al his las week, however, was:

Sunday March M0th, Mid-Lent Sundny: eonsecrabed Si
Edmund's Chapel
Monday March 11s, Taken il

Thursday April 3rd, Died “abawt midnight”,

fhis is confirmed by Ralph Docking. wha proves himsell a
relable witness, and by reference 10 the calendar of 1233, Good
Friday thai year was on 18th Apnl.

In his last days Richard concentrated solely on dying. When a
dostor was called and wanted to take specimens he said:

“What on earth is the use of making further cxamination of
my hody when death is already at the door. It is clear that 1 am
shortly 1o lexve this body behind me, and what matiers now i
that | showuld ihink aboud the Lord.

(] >
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‘He seempil to pot mwny ol the comoern o Mariha lins for nanny
thimgs. He wanted only ane thing—whar Mary wus praised for
hecinre she sl chosen it obove sverything elwe”

Al Bahards dJeaths and cpocinlly alier s camoniealion
(hmwary 12625, 5t Edmund’s Chapel, an well as boag the Chaped
for ihe Uemetery of the Moo, wie a place of pilgrimape.

Many people lving 10 Doses Wimday can bell soue ol Isodncs aid ¢halk
tomhs Fawnd fn the ground, closs to St Edmund's Chapel. 1L has
plwnws Been W Me Wavinpran Iamess” transeript of the Hommaond
MS5E, o, 22 (Drawer Mo, 218, 0 the Coiirg Baam, Kasan | ¥iema,
e, readds @ 'Sz FEdmund's Chapel is now— ., | Thd—in be seen
erilite, ardl o vast number of human bones have larely been discevered
menr B Aml O B, Hoimes | Dover Prioee, T90L e 1506 telis of a
b leer prucsonee cvent. The fewr ol s Copel Jan, which steod an
Priory Boad smmediafedy south of the Chapel, bell mowml o vaoli
was devveiml, wanilpammig clhalk coffine I'I|J.l:Ed on  ghelves, My
HBurngs, the preprwler ol U Comel lon, kepl one of the skulls
il i was il on the mantelpicoc when his waslow dacd im0 TR0

11 15, hapwcwer, e 8 Thireenth-sentary Pillprmnge Chopel thont &1
Edrund’s has meost intcresd.

In the flaar heside che slinr, there is o smoll est [pronomsaed
“kisa") which is almost withowt doubt the spot where the bowels
af 8e Richurl woere bairiel,

I'm us im che ewenieth contury the nventdon of boweld has rather
unplensant assomniimms, bl an the thnceath enlury ople were
ol =0 sypuesidioali. o pethaps Lhey weie mioreé hablic]l, "Bowels in
ihe Hible s assoczated with neiey, wiwd i pactwular, with Gaod's
pimey bowaids iniadi (P, Ay, B | uke i, 75 T Mahin fid, | T—mnge
muany that could be quoded).

I was & commn vl practice to “cviscoruie” a dead persan
1o sbow down the process of corruplion when tiere wos o rime-lopae
It ween deaili miwd birial.

Dosbdes Ralph Bocking, with Richard when he disd wns pnaaher
friepd—3aman, Vicar &f Tarring (near Worthimgh who had 1aken
him i when Hemry T throutesed with dise penalies smyone whas
fied ar wowicd |aim

These two men pressded over the armngemsents Tor Richurd's
burinl. Thut the discmbeaclling was nar just . prociien! precouiion

=



1o prevent loo-rapid decomposition i amply iesilied by what
Ralph Bocking wrote in his Life of Se Richard:

Before his death, Richard had willed that his body should be
buried in his Cathedral Church at Chichester, which s quite a
long way from the place where be dicd. [ think. therefore, that
it was pot o much hy human design as by divine providence
that he, wha during his life had never shut the bowels of his
mierey 1o the needs of the poor, shoubd, in his death, give the hawels
of his body to the poor. S0 it was that when his bowels were taken
from his Body, they were reverently baried in the Chapel of the
Cemetery of the Poor, which just previously be had dedicated 1o
ihe honour of 51 Edmund, the Confessor. Can anyone doubt that
this was not well dome? His very bowels preserved the memary of
Si Edmund. For his words snd his lost will amd (estamenl prove
that he loved Edmund 1o the innermost depths of his being.

At ihe spol where his howels were buried, many faxours werne
granted (o those who prayed “through the bowels of the divine
mercy and by the merits of 81 Richand’

When the Chapel was being restored, it was considered possible
that the ‘bowels of 81 Richard” had teen pleced in an urm or wodden
bax or lenther bag since it was obvious that Ralph Bocking had
eonsidered them n precicus relic. It was decided, therefore, to invile
i team bed by Rrinn Philp, the well-known Kem archacologiag, (o
exeavnte the inside area of the Chapel. Many of the resulis appear
elsewhere in this sory, but | record bere in some detall those which
concern the relics of St Richand,

A priari, it was considered probable that the relic would have
been buried near the almr, 1t was also (hought that the altar would
have been at the enst end of the Chapel, The first excavation was,
iheselore, at the cast end. This revenled o lod about the history of
the Chapel, but although the dig went back, through the _Rmn
evel, to the undisturhed ‘natweal’ level of the earth, no Sign was
found of anything to suggest a thimeenth-century buarial.

The finds of this wrial excavation were so interesting that the
next days were taken up with further excavations to conlism and
enlarge its findings. The base of the altar had now been located
in the castern hall of the Chapel, more towards the middle than the
castern end.

It wns omly on the last diy of the dig thal essavalnens were made
near the altar base. These revealod a small Gl (o ibe south side of
the alinr. The origimal “hole® had been some thariy-four mches long,
nnd same iwendy-lwo ieches wiale, 1 haal been disg into ihe sarth
without any dressing. The base was earih. The wrdes had then been
roughly plastered with puddied chalk. Thes hasd simply been hans-
pressed round ibe seles of ihe hobe, aboul three inches thick, The
resuliimg eavity had been flled in with loose carih [rom tbe tharteenths
century Inyer of the Chapel™s soil, and ervered wath a layer of ¢lsalk
anll mortar,

What led in the dscovery of ihs cist was a round hole, Uhnee
inches in diameder, al @ very, very slighl angle. indining (o ihe aliar,
Thiz hele was fourd io be eleven inches in depth. Unboubiedly o
winoulen sinke hod originally been placed in the loose wanih of iho
cist amd protrunded owl of ihe cnf and foucked the altar, The stake
had roed awny. The cix was partially =ealed by the base of the aliar,

It wns very probably of thareent-centary onigin, 1 was certaimnly
eonstrucied to bury something. That “thing” was important enoaph
1o merit o stnke 1o ialicate is exaot positson. lis posidson, al Che base
of the olir, mdicates boll the imporianée and ihe secredpess of
what was borisd. Mo moson wus respomsible for such o poor
consiroction, which ooubd sugped haste. comebonl with a death
and disembowelling.

Rend ppnin whnt the eyeowiiness, Balph Bocking, wroie: “At
this spot mnny fovosurs were granted”, and there scems no reasonalde
dauht thar this 5 the spot where the bowels ol 5t Richord were
haried

Mo trnee of nn wre, n wonslen box, or o leather bag was found.
The slab of chalk and monar which had eovered the cist had
prevented she loose carth inside from being subjecied 10 ony down.
ward presavre, and when uncovened it was sl remarkably bonse,
Had there been a container which in the course of time had rosted
away, there would have been some scrtlement in this loose earth
The malrations are, Uwrelore, that s Gist was prepared on the
onders of Ralph Hocking amd Simen of Tarring: that 5t Richard’s
bowels were reveremly ("vemerabiliter”) deposited in it and covered
with loose earth, amd that the cavwity was then slibbed over.

The gquestion can be asked whether the stoke was mlended only
T Enaddeare the spoa®?
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Ralph Bocking oongimiess:
A goon as his bady, pobed In his epiacopal vestmenis, had oo
pud o Ws coflin, o great erosad ol peaple e from everywhere,
i b present af the funeral of & man worthy of wuch venetaleon
That man was counted lucky who tosched e colline or oven
the ligan of the vestments, ar wha could 1onch with a nag o
olber ornament Ris face. hands, or feel. Whatever had Dowcled
the sainl wis eonsidersd 1o have heen made holy and was ko
s a el
It werubd non have sen estraordinary in the middie apes i this
sviake had been a way of "louching the saint’, an the principle thu
what you do by another. you yoursedl do,

Strangely. there s correboratory evidence in the case of 51 Fdmund
that the Chapel where the bowgls werg bieried wasn nob wilain
significunee

S Edmund died m Saowsy on Ioth November 12400 and, os lus
hodly wos to ke inken 10 Pontigny 0 he horied, ke, oo, was
eviwcermed. Dootor C. W, Lowrence, In s L% of S5 Edind
{Oxliord Uiniversiay Press, 1960, pp. 14 amd 15), wriles;

Afker the hody hnd been embalmed, therefiore, the elerbs ser
ofl with the remains of their archbishop, The procession met
with imprewive demonamations of popular devogion all along the
roale Al L village of Taned enthasasm become s miense that
the abbot of Pontipny began do fear For the safeiy of his precios
lrcight and doaded 1o lake a stireng lime wih the thawmaiurge.
The samml was evoked and ordered in virtoe of obedience (he was
a confraber ol Fomlignyd 10 desisl Trom s aoeacles unbil the
progcssion reached home, Thercalter progress was betber, In
i pr-.lpih:'-uu cifcumsalances o e was boal ol pefelioning
for a papal commisslon of Ingquiry. The carlicsy dated leaer of
podulalion wis dispatchad in December 12400 by the ahbai of
Prowing where 52 Fdmund s enrabls were huried

It wos the abhat of Prowvins, where bis howels were buried, who
indtlnted the process of Cononiration a8 mamh afer Edmund's
death. though “ithe main initiniive come from Pomigng

THE [rSSCEUTHIN AND THE RE-DISCONERY
0OF THE THAPEL

FrEsUMABLY, 51 Ddmued's Chapel was ol a place of pilgrimags
il the himie al the Belormtatsn. In 1514, the Master and Brethren
Pk Bl cxaih b U o foval sapremacy, da i\.1.||||r|."\.‘| &l iherm h:.
the King's commniisssancri

The monnsterms wiml (manes wede all dissolved |.'\-:| 1540, bud
Fospitals, such o the Mabson Dieu, were kel for mone peodenscal
treatmsen]. Passably dhe Moson [Diew, ke the Haspitals Tor Poor
Pricsts and Eastbredge a1 Canterbury, would have ¢ontinped bo
e i1s vanous charlable purposes mio Ehzabethan nmes of, on
the compdclion of the kangs mew larbor wiorks, covels £y
bad nod turped wpon i On his way [0 Calais i June 544, Sar
Joshin Russell, Lord Privy Seal, reported from Dover 1o the koing's
Couneil Ukl tlsere was great meed of @ victualling vard thees for the
King's armeed forees. He supgested ihat the appropriatson of the



buaibdings of the Maison Dicw for that purpase waabd be “the godlics

act ever King made these chausand years within the nealm®, On 1 ith

Drecember 1544, the Master and Brethren duly signed the surrender

of the Mazon Dieu, 3t Edmund's Chapel, amd all itx other property

1o King Henry VI,

Thoere is am obviows link beiween the surrender of the Maison Deew
with 51 Edmund’s Chapel and the building of Dover Harbowr,

Boih John Thomson, who was ithe Mosier of the Maison Dien m the

time of the surrender, nnd John Clerke, who was Master ot the time

il the taking of the cath of dupremacy. were surveyors of U building

of the Harbowr. Antony Aucher, whe was with S John Fussell,

in o kebler to Cromwell describes Thomson as "covetous and knowing
mathing of what ke was daing: be began this labour withou
experiencs, but even ag a blind man cases his malf; and wo hath
builded wneil this doy, thinking he hoth done well, and is clean
deceived’. Neventheless. Thomson (who, incidenially, was alse Viear
ol 5t Jaumes® Charch) was appomied Chverieer of the Baing™s water
wirkes ai Drover in January | 5 l==perbaps in refurn [or having made
ower b the King for the building of Sandgaie Casile 526 pounds of
iran from the Maison Dieu, and for having prompecd the sugpestion
that the Maison Dicw, with 5t Edmurd’s Chapel, should be 1aken
ower a3 4 brew-house, bake-house, and atker offices, Apparently,
B was mod very suceesslial as a surveyar ot Dover Harbour, Several
times he wrate 10 Cromwell, when mishnp followed mishap,
explaining that as be had been poiwoned be had not been able 1o
oversser the waork lm'l-p:r]r, or that the weather had been atrocisus.

The exact use (o which ihe Chapel was pul al this period 5 nad
kmown, In the cowrse of the centuries buildings were bwili and
re-buailt tiv it narth, south. easd amld wesl. At Dmes, these busldmgs
abutted the Chapel iself. It was so bememed in that it was bost 1o
view and Torgotten. Even when il was re-discovened. ol was al firsd
thought 1o be 5t John the Baplists Charch which, befere the
Relformation, stood “by the Maisen Dy’

The re-discovery of the Chapel & of ssch inberest that 1 make
nix apalogy for quoeting an full a paper read by Mr E. P Lolles
Brock, raa., Homorary Secretury of the Brlish Archaeological
Associntion, published in the Asociation’s Journal, YVolums, XL
(1584, pp. 230.3(0):

Te will b within the memory of many now present, that during
the recent Congress at Diover (August TRER) we hod an interesting
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paper on the old charches of the town by the Rev. Canon Sootl-
Rabertson. Al ils close a discussion emsued, in the course of which
Edward Knocker, Esq., P34, sxid be had heard of the existendoc
of some ancicat masonry behimd Uhe howses and shops in Riggin
Sireet, not far fram the Maison Dieu, which belonged possibly to
one of another of the churches, the sites of which he comidernd
were not ascertaimed, 1 karsed from Mr Koocker, afler the
lecture. that the remaing were dificult of acoeis, and that he had
heard of them from a gemileman resident in Penocster Sirest.
1 made it a part of my duty to this assecation b survey the spot
pricr 1o my leaving the town, and | now repont the resuls.

There §s mare to be iraced than some mere masses of masonry.
There is & small building all but perfect. The walls are indact,
excepd that they have been cut into and altered: and the -:_rnpul
rool covered with tiks, remaina. Tt is a small chapel built cast
and wesl, and measuring 28 feet in length by 14 feet in breadth.
The walls are of rebhis masonry, I feet thick, having quans find
dressings of Cacn stome, There is a plain pointed western doaraay
of two orders, having roll-mouldings. There hos been a sl
lancet window in the gables once, of which the jambs still remain,
Twa simple, lancet-headed windows, widely splayed, have given
light in the north and soath aisbes alike; and the east end has had,
apparently, o couple of similar windows. There are no bullresics
andd no ornansemal portions, i we except a mroulded string-oourse
which hos eaisied internally below the sills of (he windows. 1t
can be traged at intervals here and there, in mutilated condition.

The roof is of fairly high plieh, and it has had the-beams,
collars and stratté: the Tormer having only recenily bech nwn
through and removed when the upper part of the roof was filled
up for storage purposes, lining it with match-boarding and
inserting sky-lights. The present wse is ¢ntirely for trade purposes.
A blscksmith has the east end. Dwoors are broken through the
walls. a fireplace erccted, a division-wall inserted, new windows,
and a floor over the whole. The building is hemmed in by either
ihe backs of the shops in Biggin Street, of by the newly-built shops
in Priory Road, from which the blacksmith has a narrow approach
i his workihop. The chapel, thereflore, 38 a whols cannasl b Seen
at onoe, and its exterior can only he made oul piccemeal from
the various surrounding buildings (p. 230} 1t is, therefore, not
at all remarkable that its existence has not been hitherto generally

13



Pleia 4. The Chapel at & Farge

L Apakal i, sl

known. The south swle m gquite hadden, and it is o matter of some
difficulty now 10 reals thal this was once o detached building
in fall view of every passer-by,

The position must have been a eamsplauous ane, standing at
the eniry of the town, of its nomhern or principal approach,
apd dlose woder, aml ouiside, the boundary-wnll af the preat
Priory of 5t Marin's, which was on the opposite side of Priory
Boad. The detnils of the simple architeetare shaw clearly thar the
date is of the end of the twelfth century ar the kepinning of (he
thirteenth. It has been one of the ance numerous wayside-chapels,
but whether or not belonging 10 51 Marnin's Priory, probably
future observations may determing. Although of such moderale
dimersions, s existence i3 worthy of record, mot only as a maller
of bocal intercst, but as an cxample of a ¢lats of buiklings of which
we pokscid few examples
The Chapel must hove passed owd of living memaory shornly befare

Mr Lofios Brock visited it, for in the Abstract of Tlike deeds in 1840
(which are in my posscssion] it is deseribed as "Ancenl Chapsl’, but
in the Abstract of [B8T a5 & “Sene’,
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B dows mol seem 1o have been idéntilied ai 5t Edmumd's Chopel
until 2onse vears later. The Reverend T. S, Frampton, ., sl
mendions i by iE right dedication in an articke, St Bxhard al
Drover'’, in 51 Mary's {Dover) Parish Magazine, in July 1909, and
Mr Arthur Hussey gave il wader circalation in o seeies of notes on
*“Chapels i Bent’ (Archoeolugis Camtiama, Yol XMXE, 1911, p 2M),

When the Chapel came inlo my posscssion in 1965, 1 was nisch
ws Mr Loftos Brock had seen it The bottom half of the wesl dioor
had been beicked wp and a window had been inserted into the
upper halll, Twao doors had been inscrted inta the nomb wall—a
singhe door, where the veitment cupboard mow 18, and a double deor
between the twa windows. The windaw an the west cad of the norh
wiill had been increased in width snd the window a1 the east end of
this wall had been partially bricked in, The semi-circular headed
window, high up in the cam wall had been march-boarded over,
ad the larger window below had been bricked in, On the south
will, the witdaw mn the west end had mot been aliered, biat the
window al the east end had been bricked in, The foor had heen
raiged cighteen inches and concreted over, and in the anghe of the
marth and east walls a fireplace had beca Inserved, complete with
chimmney breast,

Against the Inside of the weu wall & lavarory and Rivchen sink
had Been baill, and o stainease keading 1o the Naor above, Lipsiairs,
the walls and roof had been match-boarded over and ancther
firgplace inscried in the angle of the north and cast walls. Light was
By twor sky-lights isserted into the rool, IF i was hard 1o identily
as a Chapel frons the cutade, it was harder Lo wdentilly as a Chapel
fcom the insade. el incredibly, a large amount of the osiginal
malerial rensamed—in the walls, in the hardeore that has been wed
fo raise the Moo level, and in the ground mearby,

The two shops which stood m Priory Foad, and hemased i ihe
Chapel, were destroyed by shells on 24h August 19493 Thesr runs
hid been bevellad and carnihed over, amd there was a small ganden
ni paverment level,

Cinly some of the uses in which the Chapel had been pui hetween
1544 and 1965 are known,

At the time T baugha i, it was the Headguaniers of the Buckiand
Bramch of Toe H. The upstalrs room was thefr mecting place.
Dowasiaies, ey chopped and sawed wood Tor distribution as
firewood o old people, and made and repairgd toys as Chriginws
presenls for poor children, They had Been there for twenty years,
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Before thal, the Chapel had been osed as 8 workshop by Mr
5, lsaacson, who is described in an Abarract of Tilles, drawn up
m 1933, and in the Dover Directory of 1925, as a Blackaumirh, B
ks always described by those who kncw hm as & whiiesmith, At the
time when hiss Mabel Morin did her drawing of the Old Forge
(Piare &), Mr lsancson was very proud of the fact thar he was
warking in one af the oldesi chapels im the land while his son wa
preaching in one of the newea chuarches.

Before him, n Frederick Tunbe, desernbed oy whitesmuth, plumber
anel elecirician, wed the Chapel as his workshiop, 1§ was he who
gave the Reveread T. 5. meplnn permizsiom (o imipect il

And—"n hlucksmith has the ol end® ab ihe tme of Mr Lolfe
Brock s vid in 1383,

Belore that, however, if & unoerbion bo whal use the Chapel had
been pul.

THE HISTURY OF THE RESTORATION

Taer: firsd sugpestion thai the Chape] shoubld be restored seemis bo lave
been masde in 1944, Mr Fhilip V. Marchant, whe was the Borough
Engineer ai the time, mcorpaorated its restofation i his plans o
ihe re-bualding of Dover alber e Satond World War;

The Doawer past-war re-development advisory commities doring
1943 lad miwch sirese wpon the dearnbality of preservang the
12h [me) century Wavside Chapel of 51 Cdmund, sitoated
between Priory Road and Wiggin Steeed, which was "diseovened’
Following the destruction of the surrounding property by shell-
fire. Provision is nsade in the scheme, therglore, for the Chapl
o be preservesd inoa stnp of lawes amd gandens livibiag Beggan
Sireet, The sugpestion 1% pul Torwand also hal the existing War
Memarial sholl be tramsferned from s poetent posilecn i fronl
of Maizon Dhen Houwse to the Inwns suerrouwnding the Chapel nna
thar, :ag::htr, the Monument and the Chopel sholl serve os o
Memaoral bo the men and woamen who gave thedr lves [n the twa

World Wars,
[ Eheirer  Bescoiribreec s Pr-:'llrw.'l'rdl'r. 1044, printed 1947, p, 10

n

fmie 5. Eveerior af e Chapel befmgy resioresd

Wap Wamuye Fid Diar)
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Fris plan was filed and forgotten, When, in 1905, | mede the same
-cu,gge«l:'nn {imcluding the re-siteng ol the War Memoral), 1 ithoughi
I was heing ariginal, snd sa did the local officials to whaens | spoke,

The next nttempis to snve the Chapel were mads by Licutenants
Colomel R. F. H. Dwake-Arockman, in 1951, He weate in a letler (o
the Kewd Messewper, 10th April 1943

In that year sieps were aken to iry amd pes the Chapel, which is
m prvate ownership, schedulbed as an Anclent Monwment, so as
to sxve il Irom the threal of demolison, shich will, 1o this day,
hamgs over i, Dover Corperation were informed by the Minkery
ghat il would only ke schedaled i ibhey purchased it and mainined
Hin perpetuity. This they were unwilling (o dis, and when enguiries
were again madbe recenily the Minisiry stands by its ruling of ren
years ago, and Dover Corporation likewise stand by their decisinn
at that time.

His anempts to save the Chapel seem o have bevn inspined by a
Bervice thar had been held at St Mary’s Church 1o celebrude the
seven hundredth anniversary of the consecration of the Chagpel.
The Mayor, the Bishop of Dover, and the Revereml P, B. {Tuhby)
Clayron, Founder Padee of Toc H, were preseat, and the Service
was conducted by the Reverend Canon A. Standey Cooper. The
Address was glven by the Reverend Canon A, K. Browne-Wilkinsen,
st.a., Canon Residentiary of Chichester Cathedral, Afler the Service,
there was o Proccssion. A shorl #top was made lor prayer ot the
Chapel and the Procession continoed 10 the Matsm Deeu for
conclisding prayers and o bessing by the Bahop of Dover.

Licuteaant-Calonel Dvake-Brockman, who is Homerary Secretnry
of the Kem Archacological Seciety's Sub-Coimiliee for ihe
Freservation of Ancieni Bualdings, did not give up his efarts uneil
he koew that 1 was salfely embarked upon restoring the Chapel

My ellorts to save the Chapel stirted very soom afler my appoine-
menk ¢ Lover an Movember 1955, althoueh ar that time 1 Bad po
e of undertaking Uwe work mysell.

As 1 got to know the local afficials, T introdiuced the subject into
conversalions. Some were symipathetie and wished that semcthing
cuuld be done, Cuhers had no time for the proposal, However they
felt persanally, the oflicial decisson was .|||.v|.;|:|.-..|;_||_|u1|_l|J'_ “The hl.tll'l]lﬂa!
B of no hivoric or archibectural value and v scheduled [or

demolition”,

Plate &, The Cirpenter @ work Ullay Wi Lk, i)

As [here were mo immedinie plans for  medsveloping the she,
there scemed no pamicelor urgency o do anything to preserve the
Chapel, Al a mecting held in the Biggin Hall, however, on 11h
March 1964, 1o discuss the possihility of buailding an old people’s
community cenire, | mads the sugpsstion (with my longee in my
cheekd that St Edmund's Chapel could eauly be copveried as a
femporary measure and that § communily cendie coubd be bualt on
the adjacent lapd when the time came 1o redevelop il The proposal
din mol find & seconder, A prominent officinl said: "The site on which
the Chapel stands s too valushkle, The Chapel has no hintorg of
pechitectural volue, and nd power on eanh can save it from
demnlition.”

That phrase introdwoed a pote of urgency into the vague plans
which were being Tormesd For s fufung wse.

I miust pecond, however, that although the Corporation nnd sme
bocal officials were 0 unco-operutive before | took the decision
1o restore the Chapel, after | ook the decision (bey all afforded me

eviry possible help,
i



Pt T The Adason ar woek

iMay Warsew Lid, Dsady

Mr Ivor PBuolnser-Thamas, who 5 the Homomry Durector of the
Friends of Friendless Cherches, and i mssocinted with many other
Socicties and Trusts for the prescrvatbon of ancient churches wiml
buildings, gave expert adviee, From him T lenrmed thal the saresd
way to preserve 6 Church was to put i into regular use, J0 was
excellent advice, but it meant that the Chapel hnd to be houghi
and restored before it could Be used,

The hirst intenbion was b festore the Chapel as a Chapel of
Unity. My frend, ihe Rural Dean of Dover (Cafiof T Ewnrt
Roberts, nall, was as enthusiaslic as | was, and By o unamimaus
vate the clergy of the Daner Kol Deanery, a0 Chapier on Sth
February |59, decided: *Thai we jom our fellow Clhistuans of the
Raman Cathalie Church in finding half the money needed to by
the freehodd property known as Salmy Edmund’s Chapel, Praory
Road, Dover’,

In & letter, also of Al February 1964, in which be told me of the
Chapter’s decision, the Bural Dean confususs: “Tn the firsg instance

2

W envitage Lhe Chapel Fesbaped A% & f-ll.hrn:"] il |:I11I!|' with the
pesiaibdliny o makismg it in doe cowerse an ecwemenical oendme wilh a
hesitel mrtacked : bt this, of eowrse, most swnit forther developmends.
althoggh we misst b remly for amy possable purchase of acdpacent
properiies.

Lnfer that yesr {Tth Aogus 1964) he wrole: “The Archbihop
{of Canterbaryh is nusl anaseus thal the Chapel of Saint Edmund
shoubd be perserved . . . Hove you any greal feeling o the Anghcan
Church were b raise all the money required to buy the frechald T

1 had mo obieclion, bal on 13h March 1963 the Bural Dean
informed ihe Dover Fraternal of Ministers that it looked os though
il would be mecessary 1o make an inter-demominational nppeal
alter all, i the Chapel were o e saved,

And om #ih June 1965, the Ruorml Dean reporied o the same
Fraternal that: “Meiher the Angliecan Chorches nor the Free
Chugches were going 1o raige the moncy o parchase the building,
and he personally withdrew from any money-mising efforis devided
fowards this end, 1t was agreed o beave the praject alone”

Although the idea of restoring the Chapel ns o Chapel of Uniby
had abviowsdy to ke ahandoned, {8 is gratifiing io record that almosi
bl the cost of the purchase and restorntbon of the Chapel has come
from Church of England sources ootside Dawver

Ie Roman Cathalic community in Dover was mony iens of
thousands of pounds in deba due 1o an extensive builkling progromnme
which 1 had initinted, 1 could nod necept responsibility for any
moee debl, eipecially for a building which would serve no oseful
parochial purpose,

It wirs |:||||'91||||||-|!_l o loaalk s ||I-|'-|I:|‘:|I| | wonld have undenake
Ll Teviloral = o0 My own, I hesitated befare takimng the il Fllll'l:l_'.l'
As o often happens. however, the doaaon was taken ot of my
hamids 1 heard (hat o apecalator was making enquires with & vcw
iar buying the Chapel. | mentioned this 1o Father Leonard Whnimore
whi felt =0 strongly that this unigue opportunily must wod be missed
that ke, thers apd then, mmde ouwt a chegque or a l.ll.'|n'l-il: on the
purchas: price. This wos paid to ithe openis on Ind August 1965,
and the preservation of the Chapel had begun 1 do not wani o
lake miwch credst for 18 restoration: other people hove proviced
the experi knowledge: other poople have pald for 1. 1 have merely
sl b my alesk, declated leftens, aschowled ged donations, and glven
muthority for the work fo procsid,
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THE QRIGINAL ARND THE EESTOREL

M AnTioNY SWAINE, FRLBA was in charge of the restoration
of the Chapel, bui even he does not know how responsible he was
for its restoralson. A lay person looking al the Chapel as it was
in 1965 could have been permitted the opinion that not enough of
the original building remaimed 1o mert restoration, b in thoss
carly days Mr Swaine accepted the responsibility for s being
worthwhile, He bs a beading sutharity on medieval architecture,
and his enthusiasm was infectiaes. “Ie iz all bere. Tois remarkably
preserved. Sevemty-five per cemt of this is original. You will never
helieve how compledely it can be restored.” It was i phrases such as
these ehae Be made s restoration inevicnble.

It was be who explained to me the two schasds ol thought on
restoring old buildings. There are the peopde who say that a resboras
tion should show, rather ke a |1-ul|.-l1 om a littke Dutch boy's rowsers:
that modern materials should be used so that the oniginal and the
restored are ensily distinguishable. They call i being hongst. And
there are the people who say thal a restorabion should et show,
rather like an invisble darn: that contemporary matenials and
ancienl methads of crafl shoubld be uwsed, s thal 0 ODe Can SVEr
fell where il has been repaired. They call it beang faithiul. Mr Swaine
belongs to the second school of thought, and he has gone Lo enormous
trouhle fo procwre only ancseni maberal (o resione this Chapel,
Sometimes he has had o use pre-thirteenth-centary matenal, but,
a5 he says, “the bpilders could hove used it, oo’

He haz told me most of what 1 know of (e struciune and archis
eecrre af the Chapel. The rest 1 have learmed lrom Mr Bran
Philp, ac.c.s,

The imterior mensuremenis of the Chapel are 26 1 9 . s 14 0,
or 375 sq, ft, According to the Guinness Book of Records, the
gmallest Church in regular use in England ks an Colborne, Somerset.
It reasures 400 3. fL IF this s eeliable evidenss, St Edmund’s
Chapel 5 now (he smallest Church in regular use in England,
There are twoe smaller: &t Upleathan, Yorkshice (2307 8. M), and
Lullingion, near Alriston, Sussex (256 g, M), but the one is no
now ussd, and the other is wsed only occasionally.

The walls nre original, except thai they have been restored where
doors were inserted in the nincreenth century. The foundations vary
in wisdth from 4 01 to 4 1t 9 in., and arc 5 fi deep. When one considers
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that the foundations of Chichester Cathedral, for example, are only
2 It deep, such massive foumdations for so small & ‘bulldln'g need an
explanation. The moest obvious is the natwree of the 2ail. Exenvations
reveakad that for 1,200 years sill has been woshed deown on e the
gite from the hills, and from the Bocding of the River Dour. There is
» [0 of soft, rich, tack canth boeath the Chapel, with hardly o stone
in it. I was gasy to dig and the builders must bave lell that they
shoubd gt 1o the battom of il befare their Foundations would be
Becure.

The foundmions of the norch and cast walls are twelfih century,
and are of rammed chalk, The east wall is entinely twellth centary,
bhat the mornh wall B probably vwelfth centary, rebuilt in the
thirieenth cemtury. The morth and west walls are both thirteenth
century, nnd their foundations are squared chalk blocks 221 in white
muoriar. The walls nre 2 fv thick, excepr the easm wall, which iz
2t 5 in. thick. Origimally, a larger, pwelfih-century buibding stood
on this site, and this Chapel was baile fne o corner af thiz pres
existing building. Tt i hoped thar when the nrea i2 redeveloped
muore of the foundations of this arlginal bullding will be uncovered.,
Ia view of ihe depih of ihe foundniions the earlier building cauld
have been subsinniial. The upper semd-cireular headed window
i ihe exst wall belongs 1o the earlicr hoilding., Ahout thirty per cent
of the plasier on ihe walls is the original lime plasier, bug no frescoes
or paintings hove been discovered,

The stonework of the west door is nincty-filve per cont original,
bui the door biself has been eomstructed from ancient timbers in the
thirieenth-ceniury manmer, and based on caisting examples in the
wounly.

There wns no glazing, although ar least seventy-five per cent
ol the stomework of the windows iz original, and the grooves for
the glass and the holes for the saddle bars were prepared,

The first floor was made of the builders’ back-fill and levelled
with clay. This wore out in places and was patched with rubble,
mrortar, chalk and seil, This, in tur, alw wore and was patched
with fints and possibly with tibes immsediately i front of the altar.
Mr Philp can prodece evidenss for each of thee dalements, and
Mr Stuart Rigeld of the Dieparimest of Ancient Monumenis,
Minstry of Public Building nnd Works, has dnied some af the iles
12900-1330 any., and says that they doubtless came from the tikery

© o Tyler Hill, Canterbury. The present restoration preserves muwch
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Pt B, Tl Chape! befoere e ntoratiom caivpmseice

iHay Werwer dad. Devars

aof the origemal flaar. AL the eot el the Baor has been deliberniely
lwered 1o expase a Hiele of the different foundatlons of the walls

The Mapstones cume from Favershom Abkey (11383600 They
were discovered im an alley=-way mn the back of Faversham Toan
Hall nnd were brought here when the alley-way was resurfhced.
By a happy eoincidence, Fusmee of Faversham was the flea
hingrapher of S Edmund, and a few monthe before he died, St
Fdmund appainted him Prior of St Mamin®s Priory. Dover

The stomes af the altar are the gidt of the Dean and Chapler of
Camerbury Cathedral. They came fromm Bell Hlorry Tower (1475
1507y, and were removed during its recent restoration.

The mensa, or altar-tablg, has oy own intesast, 10 was (ound in
Mr Fmm=Keloey™s fnrmyard., adjoining the Charch of 51 Clement,
Old Bonminey, Kenf, and was wlentshed by Mise Ann Roper, 1A,
ahe 15 both an hestomnan and an archaeislogesd, and she thinks thai
il i probaldy o ldicenth-century mensa. That f dad pob have

.
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any comecralion croses i esplyvined by dhe Msct ehag ohess had
not yel begome traditienal. A the Relormatiom il was customary
1o desecrale altars. For one L have been throsn into o !'nrm:,.-a_fdl
io b sullied by the amimals, would have been quite possible.

The chey d'oewwre, perhaps, 15 the rool, It is now one of the hest
preserved ihirteenth-ceniury roofs in the counlry. Seventy per cent
of (he ralters, collars, braces, ashlars and wall plates are oviginal,
but which are origmal and which are restoved i contemperarny
timber can be known only by reference 1o Mr Swaine’s plans.
Even somg of the pegs are original, and the tharteenth-cemtury
practice of pot culling off the ends has been preserved. The Gie-beams
came from Lord Hawarden's barn at liden, on the Barham Downs,
amd the crown-posts are reprodections of the period in cak from a
demolizhed building in Canterbury.

The Chapel scems 1o have boen built "ol the cuff’, and it &
possible that it was mever comipleted, Mo of the windows are of
quite the same size, and they are not even exactly opposibe one
anplher. The original semisCircular headed window o the east
wall is off-centre. There should abviouily have been a tie-beam over
the wesd doors, bul there i3 indispulable evidence that it was never
there, (The templation to msert onge was srong, bul was resisted ()
It is possible that the columns of the lower cast window were left
unfimished. The columins themselves are original, bul tsere 5 o
iedication of how they marricd wp with the te-beam. Quile possably
fhe orginal builders sat back to consider the problem which they
had created for themasglves in inserting this window inle an alreasdy
exisling wall: and having moved on 10 anether building, fonget aboul
i, The present cuspocorbels lermanating the jambs beneath the
wslern le-beams ane a eonpeeiure by Mr Swaine.

The full stery of what was done at this est end will nol be known
until the buildings in Biggin Street have been demolished. By
removing some of the pamelling in the upper rooms of the shop
belonging to hir W. M. Dean, ar 770 Riggin Suweeer, it has heen
sseerialned that the whale of the semd-circular window in the as
wall of the Chapel b In existence, though very weather-worn,
Only a very small portion of the wall below this could be seen, bl
all the evidence was that the wall had never betn broken into (o
provide a window, Having got &0 Far, ihe builders apparenily decided
1o Gl the [u'uj-nc! off. Thes his m very well with what has been
decovered from the inside of the cast wall, ot it moy have o be
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revised when the whaole af the autsldes of the cast wall is sxposed and
salmecied o examenalion.

There 15 wmme evidence that the {"hnpel was slated im blue slate,
simge 80 much broken bue slabe was founal, both m the walls amd
i the benlders” Dack=hll This slale came tom the soath-western
penaminla of England, and its uee here amd st Faverdham would be
the enrliest examples of l1s known use in the south-cast of England.
The prescnt roofing tlles are probably o minture from nedeval
amnd sevenieenih-ceniury roofs,

In the ihirteenth cemtwry, the Sscrament would nod have hecn
meserved ina Uemelery Chapel. Reservation is the only coneesslon
to Ewenticth-century practics,

Mesars K. 1 Barweck and Soms, Lid, were the condmaciors for the
restoration, The carpenter was Bert Cave and he had as his appruntion
Ron Atking, The masen was Ted Langley, assivied for o shorg
period by Sseve Carvoell, and their mate was Arthur Goldsack,

THE SEALS OF 5T EDMUND ANWD 5T RICHARD

Casrs of the weals of 51 Edmund and 52 Richard can be ssen in
the BMus=um im the Chapel. The referemee numbers arc the same
av in the Brimh 3useum.

SEAL oF 3T LoMUND

1232, These ensis ore a small fragment of 51 Edmund’s seal,
taken froan whiol wos originnlly o fair impression. This seal was
attached 1o a Charter of 1334,

When perfeci, the seal would hove heen [‘|-I'P'iﬂ|.|'¢|_ nnd wonkd
have measured 2 x 1§ in, (Lo the same sire amd shape as 1203).

Cfrrerae, The Archbishop, Nell length. in vestmenis. field dinpered.
[ere is an indsation of the heads in counderonk niches describal
by Hasted, Kear, Vol. TV, p. M0,

Legpend desirmyel,

Reverar. Small pointed counlersenl. The martyrdom of 31 Thasmas
o Beckel, In base bemeath the arch, the Archbishop, half-lengih,
in prayer belore the Sainil above.

Remains of bopoml:

pasradnas «o 00N NHWE .0 B Li.aa

Porteons of two other senls off 8§ Fdmond give some of the deenils

missing froem the above frapments,

. |

haie 1 e 12
Fhee Saved oo &F Fobaiianel — ahierss e Seal af S Fonund —reveras
iR araT Lid, Bl

[Nay Fadar Lad, Dieriv]

Ixd. A sulphur comt maben from novery pood oapression (Det,
Seals v, 822 Ivi, 510

tihrerse. Poimeed ownl: the Archhishop Toll-lengths m vestmcnis,
with mitre, lifting right hand In blessing and in lefi hind @ pastecal
safl The fBeld dinpered lozenpy, with o reliulaied patiern. Un
ench side, three small coundersonk niches, i cach pecsumably a
safnt™s head. Linder nn nreh bebow the feel, o desegn now destroged,

The legend:

Sigill Endmundi Drei Gracia Cantwanensis Anchspiscop
(The seal of Fdmund, by ihe graoce of God. Aschbashop of
Comierhury)

Tad A -|.|,|1ph|,sr enst (Diet. Senls, v, 51).

Reverse, Smnll pointed ovnl coontersesl, ongnally 2 & 1} 6.
The martyrdam of St Thomas & Recket. In base bencaih an anch,
the Archbishop hall-bengrh, in prayer belone the Sainl above,

The legend:

Esdmundum docear mors. mea me  fimend
(L&t myy death tesch Fdmond not in be alrmod).

i



Plare 17 Pfare 14
The Soil of 51 Richard—ebverse  The Soal of Sr Rickard —ccverse
Ulay Warmar Li [levari
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SEaL o8 51T KiCHarDy

An exeellent impression attsched 1o n Charter,
Ehverse (Egerton 178). The Bishop full-length on a Corlbet, i
Bids iighl haral in blessing. In the keft hand g pastoral stafl. Owerhead,
i irelinded Giothic MY The hield Irm‘-ng_l._ Flwe |_'|-|"|ir||h.|_|[lr||||_11..|;u.;|_|l_|n
B charped with flene-de-lvs, the spaces with stars and crescenis,
The legend ;
Ricardus Dei g..... Cicosiensis epe
{Richonl, by the grace of God, Bishop of Chiclssier )
Reverwe. A umaller I'Hllﬂ1l_"l_1 counlerssgzil, In a nche under, a
trefoiled ennopy, surmounted by o spire (somewhal resembling ih
of Chichester Cathedral). Our Saviowr, seated, lifling the right hana
in benediction. On cach side a long candle in a candlestick. In hase,
unider an arch, the Bishop, hall-lengil, m profile io ihe right, with
milre and pastoral slafl, liltimg e lamds in proyer.
The legend:
e Kearde rego mrimes £ gnas CEd
{Richurd, [, the Theee and the e, rule yoai).

n

A SHOKRT LIFE OF 5T EDMLUND OF CANTERBLIRY

Esuses was boen al Abingdon, near Oxfand, about 1175 and was
known during his lifetime as Edmumd of Abingdon, His iher,
It.;F;maId_ swems i heve been o safficiently welldo-de (rlstman
for his fellow townsmics te lave given him the surmame “Hick'.!
His mother, Makel, pave him an ausiere apbrimgping aml exeied o
srong influence on him. He wenl fo the University at Oxfond when
b was about 12 yenrs obl, mnd three or Four vears lalern, (o Pari,
(n his return from Pars be was Begent of Arts af Oxford for sy
yeiars: His mother was desd and he had a dream of her, which be
inderpreied as 0 message Lo o o more seniows studics. He went
1o Paris again (0 study theology and returncd about 1214, a5 Regend
of Theology ot Oxlord.

He must have been something of a character in the cves af the
stdents, Long hours at might spent in peayer had the resubt that
he ofien “nodded ol during his lectures. Like any of us who find
ourselves in thatl embarradang positeon, he would wabke with o stan
and say: 1 was mel aslegp—just thinking’, Me woubd not 1ake any
paymenl liom poor scholars, and when the richer schalars came 10
pay, he wouhd ask them (o leave the money on his windoasall, w
s mol 10 cnybarrass them iF 6L was mddd quite the FIght amoem (ine
of his dictumi of this periad reveals him as the scholar amd the
sanind : “Stady as Urough you are Lo live Tor gver: bive ag though you
arg 1o die lomorrow’, There is a long-cuablbsbod ersdlabon thar he
uliled s lectore-focs 1o buikd the Lady Chapel of 5t Peter's in
ihe East al Oxfoad,

Raclaard Poore appointed him Treasurer of Salbury Cathedral
in 1222, wath the anmesed prebend of Colee, and he had the
responsibndity of raasing the money [0 complete the choir of the
Cathedral.,

After the death o 1231 of Kchard e Graml, Archbisbop of
Canterbury, e Canberbuary Chapler proposed an bis sudcgasor
first Ralph Meville, Bishop of Chichester, then their prior, Jolm ol
Sirinphaurnes, nnd then John Blunsl, canon of Chechaester, bad o

! 35 Edmosd of Abmphon B a8l sssiakenly callid 5 Ddmasl RaS Dor Ty
vears. Dosnor . B, Emdien haa boen inving o Jebalpe ids mesees. |§ owes ols
dirgin G Anifaoay Wikl (hd [slianl Shliguary, whd weofgly  Lelmed 1t
%1 Edmund mharind his Dgher's sembriquan, e Rich', b dil mei. Cossempary

Fefeiendes 1a hidy Belade hih prodarsa ia aachiahop Sre 0 Mo Dl ol
Alngdpn
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cme redson of ancther the Pope refusad 1o conliom any of ihee
appalfnmcms,

Since the Sor had beon vacant for four years, Pope Gregory 1%
personnlly intervencd and “gave the monks power 1o elect Master
Edmund. Canon of Sabishury', 1t was o surprising appoiatment far,
apart from kis kearaing, Edmuond was bnown malnky as an ascetic
pnd o recluse. Indesd, on his first visic o0 Romse in 1238 Pape
Giregory was (o chide him: “You would make o goad monk®, hat it
was the wame Cregory who had personally chosen kim0 he
archbishop,

Ealmmme was genminely relocian o occept office. He hesitnied,
apparenily, for twoe days, amd be srgument whach bGnally broke
down ks ressitance was that, il be reflused, the Fope might very
well appoial & leegn ecdeuastis o e anchbisbopo, He was
comsccraicd at Canterbury on Lecfare Sunday, 2nd Apnill 1234,

He had immediale success, bul i was virlually his only success,
Within montha of his conwecration, by [earbessly expoiing the
cvils which were threatening the lanad, he averted cwvil war aml
reconciled Hlenry 110 and the Barons, and the King was foroed 1o
capel the Poilevins, The meason for Edmuond’s soocess was
undoubtedly the high regard in which the men of his day held
physical penapees amd Edmond hod practised these 1o an cxtra-
ondinary degree unde youth, Men lsbened 10 him becanse of his
winue.

In 5 ol specind inEerest 1o s in Dover thaf one ol the Barons who
was reconaled with the King was Hubert de Burgh, Earl of Keni.
e Burgh hod founded the Malson Dicu fn 1203, and in 1216 had
scoewlully defended Diover Casthe, and defeated the French in a
naval eagngement in the Channel.

Edmmuna's suceess, hawever, turmed the King against him, and the
appointment of Cardinal Otte as Papal Legate, ot the King's
request, has been seem b & move 16 cmbarrass Edmund. In Face,
Ot was o reasonable man, whose advioe was sought ol by
Edmund and by Gresseteste, who did nod meddle in the purcly
dameitic affairs of the English Church, and who could not be
Bought by the King,

He did, owever, minsduce loregn cleos [o Boglah benelwes,
which aroussd spong opposition among the English Bishops, and
was the canse of n deerinrmtion i relatens between Edmund anst
ihe Pope. The Pope mdvised him o occepl the inevilable procefully,
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and abhough Edmurd eounselled his fllow bishops “te make a
viklug of meceisily”, his owm principles were (oo arong, and it was
gl & grownal of bitber contention between him and the Pope a1 ihe
timee of has deaih,

Edmund was not intended by nature (0 be a bishop. He was
happicst af Oalond or in ks rectory al Calme: among ordinary
peaple, imstructing them, feaching them 1o pray 'five words well
saidd are better than five thousand said without devidion™), reconciling
sinmers and helping them 1o dic. By our standards, lis moval teaching
was incredibly severe. He condemned luxury or comfont in any
foremn, nnd was diserasefial of sex. He held that & man could pol be
poed amd five ot cowrt. He proyed muock sed eearcd bis by
mercilessly. In the thineenth contary be was every man’s iea of a
.

He was mod an adminisirator and had Buile sime for what we
would call routme work.

I0ie complainis sgainst the King were many. Mol only did Henry
delay the appointment of beshops 30 that by could have possession
of the coclesiastical revenwe during the vacancies, bul he raised
lesies on the Chureh 1o pay far his own and the Pope’s needs,
Afier his marriage to Elcanor of Provence, foreign ecclesiaslics
from her reiinue had heen appoineed 1o English bencfices, and more
recently he was gerrymandering the Wincheser Chapler to secuse Lhe
appainiment of oorelotive as bishop, Yei o fumber source of friction
was Edmund’s opposiion 1o the marringe of Siman de Monifon
io the Kimg's sisier becawse of her vow ol perpetun] widowhaod.

His ssven years as Archbishop sere unhappy yenrs. The mos
seriows of his gonllicis, howewer, wos with the monaszhe Chaprers
il Lanferlsiry and Rochoster. Oniginally, bishops had heen monks
and members of the monastc commmumnilics, bud in the thirteenih
wxmiuey, willh the rese of secular bishops, ihere was an inbuilt danger
of conflect belwebn thim amd the monks who Germed iheir cothedal
chapders, Each was concermed (o prevent any encronchment upon
Eheir privaleged,

In Edmuand’s <ase, tension was leightensd by his desine 1o
eslabdish a secular collegiale house ot Maidstone o provide for
clercs on his adminsstrative stall, I was a reasomable proposal, and
Curdipal CHio had beld an enguiry and approved his plans, bui the
mionks wore suspicoous that their position was being undermined,

Alhough leelings betweon Edmumd aml the monks were had, ihe
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issues betweem ithem were relatively small. The latesi wos over the
right b nominale the prior apd some petiy Torgernss were mvobved.
It was ithe general wivation a8 much as any ong meideni which led
e Edmund’s excommuanicating the whole Cathedial Chapier.

There was enoagh to discisss with the Pope when Edmund sed
oul far an ad Moplia visin 10 Rome in October | 240—bis relations
with the Pope, his relngions with the King, kis rclatkons with the
Cantetbury monks—but when he reached Pantigny he was a dying
man. He wrned back in the hope of reaching Pnglond, ks death
overtook him in a small Awgooiniae pricry st Solsy on loeh
Movember 12400

The sceney desenibed on page 11 give an idea of 1he veneration
im whach people held him, His calt is eertainly as popular in Fronge
ai in England,

He was canonized by Innocent IV on 16th December 1246, al
Lyons. Eustace of Faversham had already writien lnis Life & pant
of the peneral presentation of his cawse of canonization, This
Eustace wai a monk of Chrid Church, Canterbury, and Edmund’s
chaplain. Edmund fearcd thar the monks m Canerbury might take
vindietive netion ngainyl Eustace on necowund of his layalty ta him,
aml one of kis lnst nes st Sedsy, three davs befiore be died, was 1o
wride a testimonial ketier, indemnilying him in ndvanee -_p.-lnu nny
action the monks might ke, It was also, mo douht, for the ame
reasem Lhal he had wriiien the previows March io the sub-prior and
monks of 5t Martins Priery a1 Dover, appoiming Eustace 1o be
Ihewr poior. alibeugh there is mo evidence that he ever held the
Apposntasnl,

Ii mzght be fehl thai, bevause of all the cenflios around him,
Edmund had a caonitenbious character. He was an Englishman and o
strong natienaliat, and was determmaned 1o fid Englaml of fonegn
influgnices, wheller these were foresgmers 1m high political places,
of high ecclesinstical plages, He was mone suvoessful in the first than
in the second. He was a Churchman, determined that the Church
should b i the lamds of men dedicated to Chod and (o ithe people,
nnd (e of political inlussice Lo do s work anhampered : determined
Loy, Thal ils revenise should be spent on the needs of worship and
on the meeds of the poor. amd pol on Iusuriows living, the King's
Tavourses or Toreign wars. And he was a saint for whom holiness,
his own and his counirymen's, ook precedence before all clse,
In any age. such a man will meet oppasition, but in the thireenth
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century he was not only opposes, be wws admined. Holiness was the
one weagon bl 1o o chimchman—thene were enough diplamnis
amd policians, They could be deposed. killed. eircumvented, bat
ihaie was mo answer b0 holine. Death did mot help—ir only made
a marlyr. Helinesd was recognised as righi. bud ot presenied a
challenge b0 be avoided, if at all possable,

Heary 1T dicd on Edmund's feast day, 16th Movember 12372,
O oy e gure that Edeund assistod bim by heo proyers,

In recognition of Hemry's benefactions 80 the Maistn [Dieu the
Master was required to nemnge for o mass (g the repode off Bis
poul ta ke mid snmeslly on 6th Baaember, The laat of thess
minsses was il on [&h Movember 15834

A BHOET LIFE OF 8T RICHARID OF CHICHESTER

Lirmie is known of the ghildhood of Kighard de ln 'Wyek, bul the
inmpresason % slreng thal i was very diffetent Trom the childhood
of Edmumd of Absngdon.

He was borm abeul 1197 at Dvosiwich, where hes parenis had a
seadl estate, Both parents died while he was young, beaving him
and his clder biodher, Roberl, o the care of a guandion

The guardian, apparently, was fairly negligent, for when Robert
came of age, he was "‘naked and poos’. Make allawanees for the way
a thineenth-century hagiographer wrote, and it means that things
were in & preity poor shape.

As they could not alfard farme=warkers, Richard ploughed, sowed,
reaped and threshed wntil the farm was in good working order,
Kobert was w0 defighted that he made It over 1o his younger brother,
It would imply that Robert had done bittle of the work himself,

Richard wis now an ehigible bachelor, nnd friesls and neighbowrs
began fo arrange his marnage to o young girl who was bath rich
and charming. This was rather more than Rober could bear, ond
ihere was obviowly the beginning of an unpleasant scene which
Fichard cul alvrt by saying that no woman was worth o row,
He gave back the farm 1o Robert and offered him the gird ''ve
mever kissed Ber on the lips’) and went i0 Oxlond fa study,

The medievals were foml of seong sugures, especially in a name,
Their auguries were often far-fetched, but they were not as far-
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Fetched as usual when they read Richard's character ima 1he nome
given him ae his chrinening.
Mominds in primo fides, dulecssis in bmo;
Si medium quaerid, carus amicus eris.
I Latin Bis name was Ricardus and the point of the coaplet B

Fldes, UARus, DULesaS (You'll laugh, be loved of Gad amd kind
e your fellow-men); or, in English verse, a8 dublaus aa the Larin:

AL first your name suggests a smile.
Cirgal charm i noted ai its e,

Its muiddle mveaning is made plain:
You'll cherish all as a dear friond,

Richard did nothing by halves. Having given Ins brother the farm
and ihe girl, he gave ham whalever meney there wai ai well. He
went (o Oxford penniless. He shared a room and a cloak with 1wo
other scholars: ale bread and soup with a Lttle wing, ¢xcepl &n
Sundays and feast days, when he had some meat: met Edmund of
Abingdon and Robert Grossetedte: and was launched an o ghe
medisval sceme,

There {4 no contemparary evidenss that Richard went 1o Bolagna,
and the chronodegy of his life i cemainly agains . Some sor of
tradition about it developed, and Capgrave included this Inter
traditien in his Life, 1 inclode it as he rells i, but with the warning
that it is almodt certainly an “embraldery”.

Afer Oxfard, Richard went 1o Bologan for seven years to sty
Canon Law, Towards the end of this time, his professor was mken
ill and invited him o give the loeures in his ploce. He lectured For
mare than six manths and rapidly poined o reputation as o lectuner,
His professor was fond of him, and affered him his only dnughter in
marriaps “with all iz lasd ond propeny”

Richard mads some excuse about having 1o return home, ard left
with 2 half-promise that be would be back, Henever reiumned. He weni
to Disfard and. by urnnimsus consant, wos offered the Chaneellarship.

Mew, for the first time, we read of his nights of prayer and badily
penariss, and his indecision in respect of marringes has been read
us @ wign that be was thinking of ordination.

He had been Chancellor of Oxford University for two years when
boih Edmund of Abingdon, who had become Archbishap of
Canterbury, and Robert (irosseteste, who had become Dishop of
Lincoln, imvited him o be their Chancellor, He aooepted Edmund’s
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imvitaiion, and for the nest six years was his constank sampanion,
There is no doubs thar he both liked and admived Edmond, @
{hat during these years his prayers and penances multiphad through
Edmund’s example and emcoumpement. Bocking was Lster 16 wiine
“The Archbishop rejoiced that by the discretion of his Chancellor
he was shickded from the imrusion of mech of his day-lo-day work:
and the Chancellor wans glad fo be taught by the haoliness amd
conversation of his master. Each lcaned upon the other—ihe saint
wpo the saint: the maser upon the disciple and the dissiple upon
the master: the father on the son. and the som on the father.’

Richard accomipanied Edmuad on hs poamcy 1o Rimse mmd was
with him when be died al Soisy, 11 was be who broke the Acch-
hishop's seal as o sign that s rergy was over. In his Will, Edmumd
bequenihed his goblet ‘1o my beloved Chansellar, whom 1 have g
mrd heartily loved', It was this goblier thoe Richard Eater meed to
biless m crippled boy, He tobd the bay s delgk From it onel os e drank
b wans msadie W hvode,

He now decided on ondination o the pricsthood, amd wend o
study (heology For Bwo Wears with the Dommisans al Orleans.
He already vencrited Edmund s a saint ane buali & small shoine
i himn, beliore which he aften prayed.

Al his erdination, he was dressed more simply than the athers,
and as a pricst he wanted only a small parish where he could glve
himsedl io ihe cure of sauls. He came as poest 1o Deal, kent li
il have held memaries, for his beloved Edmund had left England
il g point between Dover nnel Samdwech. Bopiface of Savow,
Edmand’s successor n5 Archhishop, invited him to be his Chaneellor.
It s not known why nothing came of the invitation. It could be
ihat Richard refused

Ralph Wevill, Bishop of Chichester, died in 1244, The Chapler
proposed as his suceessor, Robert Passelew, a promincnt Kimg"s
clerk, but Archbishap Bamifice quashed the chiction on the grounds
that Passclew had only moderate bearning and undistinguished
mworals, A mecting of hishops, presubed over by Barifiee mmd
alicnded by Grosseteste, unnnimously elected Richard

Richard heard of his clection with mixed feclings. He saw thm
by refusing be could cominue 1o live a peaseful and agroeable life
and that by sccepting he was eaposing himsell to the same
Frodrations and persccutions os he hol scon Edmund cndure In
ihe ciwd. he decided that the mieresis of the Church, and the fight
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For its frecdom, must come il He summed the i

sustenctly: “The anly time you can ascept o Hihu;?; ::T;::I;ﬁ

obviously gaing 1o make life more dilficult’.

The King was furisus when he heard of Richard's election, He
considered Richard his personnl enemy simoe be hnd heen Cdmund’s
friend. In spite, he refused 10 approve the election of 1o surrender
1he lempovalities of the See which, sccording (o custom, had reverted
o ham during the imterregnuam,

Richard had no way open 1o him bui appenl 10 the Pope, who
wiis al Lyons for the Couneil. The King sent messengers 1o plead
for the validity of Passclew’s chection. bul the Pope decided in
Richard’s favour and himsell comseerated him bishop.
~ Onher bishops were being comsecrated thal day, and the sary
i5 todd that when the Pope was cafisccraling them ihe sscred ol
ﬂu'm.jd from the amphora only drop by deop, but that when be came
ter Richard it flowed in copious streams! On his way home, Richard
visited the tomb of Edmund at Pantigny.

The King's reastions to the Pope's decision were again violent. He
still refused to surrender the manors and the revenwe of the Sce of
Chichester. He forbade Richard entry 1o his Cathedral, and issoed
an edict forbadding any of his subjects 1o assist Richard in any Wiy,
even by giving him food or shelter.

Richard docs mot seem (0 have been depressed. He consoled his
Chapeer with the quotation: “Your sarrow shall be tureed into joy’,
and went to live with Simon, a priest in 5 poar beacfice at Tarring,
outside Worthing. Richard walked the Sussex Downs, Wkiling
his people in their homes and minivering 1o them, and dug Simon's
fig archard. A comment by his medieval biagrapher deserves 1o be
recorded, if only because we could so casily make it ourselves:
“Here he was, 50 years old, and not able to stretch his legs under
his own table’,

It could mot have been an uncongenial life for Richard, bul lor
the good of the Church of Chichester he could not allow it to
continue, For one thing, ns he sid, the King was wasling oi his
favourites money which should be given 16 the poor,

The impasse dragged on for two years and was resolved only
whl.m the Fope threntened to place the whole of England under
an interdicl, Henry yielded, and Richard took possession of his See.
It remained a source of contention between them that Henry never
made restitution of the revenue he had unlawfully withheld.
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Evem o his Wall Righard wrote, “T will also that, for the Tulilment
of the [eegeing. there be demanded by my oxetudon lom my
lord the Kang the profits wrising from the Bibopnie of Chichester,
which he for two vears unjustly took, and whech of nght beloag to
me, for copcerning them, [ will require the payment befiore the
Most High, unless he shall have aatisfied my euecwlon acconding
to their wish', Even g0, King Henry did nothing, but Edward 1,
in n deed dated ot Chishester, nl the time of the transiation of 54
Richard in 1376, recites, “that the debt of two hundred pounds which
lind been bene po King Henry by the Bishap (as he delieaiely deseribes
the transaction), had becn, after dispuate, now fally paid 1o the
ceecunrs, Willlam de Schey nnd Robhem de Parke, for the un-
hirthening af the saul of my waid farher, o was right 1o da'.

Richard led & life of nustene penanee, har he wos kind and penerous,
capecinlly 1o the poor. He was the despoir of Willard, his cook,
and of Hagh, who Inoked after his clothes, Food, elmbes, horses,
silverware, were given endlessly 1o the poor. His osm fond would
ha a piece of bread, dipped in wine, He had a great love af animals,
especially lintle nnimals. Stories of little hirds nboamd in the enrly
moorunis of his life. One feels that be was nod just teasang, Wllard
on the occosion when he served o broge of birds ot table: *Poor litile
innooenis, what have you dose (o deserve death. 11 you could speak,
you would accuse w of plutlony.”

This is not the place to tell all the anecdoies and legends about
Richard, neiber i i the place to el of ks marackes. He continesd
to visit his diocese on foot, amd share their lot with the peasants amd
the fishermem. He s the meorest the Enghsh Chanch bas come (o
produaig a Framas of Assase, Typical of him sould be his remark
to the hirds the day be slepl in: *Today you have been up before ihs
lacybimes, (0 simg your prases (o our Creslon.

Mention hos nlready been mode of his death in Diover.

His body was taken back o Chichesier, 1L was a inamplal
Jrummey. Throagh all the sillages and (owns on the way, chusch b=lle
Fanp "haik im soerew and in ]n:,.", nni the pensants and ihe pisor
thromged ithe route.

Ar Chichesier, he was buried, as be had requesied, in ihe mave of
the Cathedrenl ‘In 8 humble grove near the alinr of St Edmuoed, hard
over by the eolamn®.

After he was canonized in January 1263, kls grave wos consbdered
(o simple, and plans were mnde 1o transfer his body 12 0 mome

41



warthy ehrime. The plans were mel pul il mmediste effect on
mooouEl o ihe Barons”™ War, bl gn 06th June 1276 the branskibion
ook plue. His slaise was behiod e High Allar, Chadesier
bhevsme one of the most famous shones in England, so that i 1472
special regulations bad bo b iirodeed 1o spead ihe Dow of pilgrame.

Thoemas Cromwell spgned, m the name of King Henry Y111, the
Comnmussion for the daloction of tbe shige oo 141h November
1534, All the silver, gold, jewels, ormaments and plate were to be
taken to the Tower ol Looloa [or sale kédpung. asd b dhnoe
el was "[o be rared and defaced to the wory ground’.

Cromwell's mecn dsd e sazog and defacing an Alh November,
They worked by night for fear of being sttacked by Lhe people.
What became of 5t Richard's body is not reennded, buc thar last
ael wak [0 po ond's honoar,

A CHEOMNCGLOCICAL TABLE

Evenrs m vy an e
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SUME BEMEFACTORS OF THE AFPEAL FOR TIHE
REETORATION OF T EDMITNTYES CHATFL.
1w b recorel ey grotitude do The Right Henourable Mr Harald
Macmullan, who kimdly agresd to be Patron of my appeal Tor the

restomtion of St Edmond's Chapel. At the time he was Trime
Migister, He is nlso Chuneeller of the Tinweersity of Oufiard
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As about 1,00 people have subecribed v the resjoration i would
e agudve i possible to include here o list of ol their names,

Doctor A, B, Emden, however, deserves special memtion. The
Chapel was three-quarters resiored when maney mn aut snd hopes
of completing the restoralion were very low, At this eritical juncture
he gave virtually all the money thal was required to complete the
restorntian,

1 would alio like 10 mention members of the Catholic Hisrarchy
of the South of England. His Grage Cardinal Heenan { Archbishop
ol Weatminster), Hia Grace Cynl . Cowderoy (Anchbishop of
Eaunbwark), the Right Reverend Bernand O Wall (Bishop of
Rrentwond), the Right Reverend David Cashman {Bishop of Araidel
and Brighton), the Right Reverend Derek Worlock (Bishop of
Portsmouthl, and the Right Reverend Christopher Butler, o,
{Auziliary Rishop of Westminster), all made very generous donations
towards the restaratlan,

I have mentioned in the text thar abaoe half of the moncy required
for the purchase and resaration of the Chapel kas canse Trom Chiirch
of Englamd sources. Among ikese [ would memion in panscular
the Right Reverend A, C. W, Rose (late Bishop of Daver), the Dean
and Chapier of Zalishury Cathedml, the Dean apd Chaprer of
Canlevbury Calbedral, the Yenerahle ©. A, Plaxton (Archdescon
of Wilis], the Reverend W. M. Marnin, c.r. (8t Mary"s-in-the-Castle,
Boverk. The Friemds of Freendlews Churches and the Eriends of Kent
Churches both made very genesous donations, amd i each case i
was the firsl e that ihe Society hasl |11.=Er| to o catholic church,
The Friemds of Frieemdless Churches also organed an appeal for
e Chapel amsong its members, and grangs were received from che
Kenl County Council, Dover Corporation asd the Claude and
Marcedla Dighy Trust.

I also would fike 1o recond my appeeciation for the publicity
which The Usiveese gave o my appeal.

The work of restoration commenced on 16th November 1966,

Thre Chaped was pe-consecrabed by His Grace Cynll O, Cowderay,
Archbishop of Southwark, on 2Tth May 1963,

The total cost of restoring the Chapel was approximately £11,000,
Im Ehis todal is included ot only the sctual restoration of the Chapel,
but its purchase and the purchase of the sites of the two bombed
shurps, the kaying oul of the forecourt, and professional fees.
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